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2026 IVCA Girls Volleyball Post-Season Awards 

ILLINOIS (November 11, 2026) - The Illinois Volleyball Coaches Association (IVCA) proudly announces its 2026 Girls 
Volleyball Post-Season Awards. This year’s honors include the induction of four legendary coaches into the IVCA Hall of 
Fame, the presentation of the Coach of the Year, Media of the Year, and OfÏcial of the Year awards, and the Girls 
Volleyball All-State and Academic All-State teams. 

Download infographics to share on social media for each IVCA Hall of Fame, Coach of the Year, Media of the Year and 
OfÏcial of the Year award recipient. 

 

 

2026 IVCA Girls Volleyball All-State Awards 

Congratulations to the 2026 IVCA Girls Volleyball All-State and Academic All-State award recipients! These athletes 
represent the highest level of performance on the court and academic excellence in the classroom. 

• 2026 IVCA Girls Academic All-State Announcement (PDF) 
• 2026 IVCA Girls All-State Announcement (PDF) 

 

IVCA Girls All-State and IVCA Academic Girls All-State Certificates are available to download and print from the AVCA 
Certificate Database. 

 

https://www.avca.org/ivca/awards/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18EwVMh8JNSzgds6TGOe2KtSkB5uOX2-V/view?usp=sharing
https://www.avca.org/ivca/awards/all-state/
https://www.avca.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/2026-IVCA-Girls-Academic-All-State-Announcement.pdf
https://www.avca.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/2026-IVCA-Girls-All-State-Announcement2.pdf
https://apps.avca.org/eweb/nnf/applications/ecert/ecert_search.aspx
https://apps.avca.org/eweb/nnf/applications/ecert/ecert_search.aspx
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IVCA Girls Volleyball Hall of Fame Class of 2026 

The IVCA is pleased to announce the Hall of Fame Class of 2026 Inductees: Charles Rodman, Jennie Kull, Joann Pyritz and 
Josh Landon. These highly regarded volleyball coaches have made significant contributions to the advancement of girls 
volleyball in Illinois during their legendary careers. 

 

2026 IVCA Hall of Fame – Charles Rodman, Belleville West High School 

Charles Rodman built one of Illinois’ most accomplished volleyball programs during 28 seasons 
at Belleville West, compiling an 815-164-2 record and leading his teams to 20 regional 
championships, 18 sectional titles and 15 Elite Eight appearances. His Maroons captured 
consecutive IHSA State Championships in 1990 and 1991 and finished third in 2004.  

Rodman later contributed to two NCAA Division III national championships at Washington 
University in St. Louis and was named the 2010 NCAA Division III Assistant Coach of the Year. 
His decades of achievement and service earned him induction into the St. Louis Sports Hall of 
Fame in 2020.  Read more. 

 

2026 IVCA Hall of Fame – Jennie Kull, St. Charles East High School 

Across more than 35 years in education and athletics, Jennie Kull distinguished herself as a 
coach, teacher, administrator and mentor. As St. Charles East’s head girls volleyball coach from 
1997-2022, she led the Saints to IHSA State Championships in 2001 and 2008, three additional 
state trophies, 13 conference championships, 21 regional titles and 10 sectional 
championships.  

A two-time Illinois Girls Coaches Association Volleyball Coach of the Year, Kull also coached at 
the high school and collegiate levels. Her career reflects a commitment to developing 
successful programs while teaching student-athletes teamwork, discipline, perseverance and 
accountability.  Read more. 

 

2026 IVCA Hall of Fame – Joann Pyritz, Lyons Township High School 

Joann Pyritz devoted 35 years to Lyons Township High School as an administrator, teacher and 
volleyball coach, building championship programs for both girls and boys. Her girls teams 
earned more than 800 victories, highlighted by IHSA State Championships in 1989 and 2010 
and a runner-up finish in 2009. She added more than 580 wins with the boys program and led 
Lyons Township to 26 West Suburban Conference titles. 

Named PrepVolleyball’s 2011 National High School Coach of the Year, Pyritz also earned IHSA 
Coach of the Year honors in both girls and boys volleyball and served on the IHSA Girls 
Volleyball Advisory Committee. Her success across both programs and her service to Illinois 
high school volleyball highlights the breadth of her Hall of Fame career.  Read more. 

https://www.avca.org/ivca/awards/
https://www.avca.org/ivca/awards/hall-of-fame/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PLKnNsHO06ztWvjgJQFQaCxdVIVlBp7L/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mnYULT-RYIYzMUOSlYQB2biBYC2wLJ8H/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MbPzcEXopUknlgJd_orhfz7mAPUMWs91/view?usp=drive_link
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2026 IVCA Hall of Fame – Josh Landon, Cissna Park High School 

For 21 years, Josh Landon has helped build a tradition of excellence at Cissna Park, surpassing 
500 career victories and leading the Timberwolves to five IHSA State Tournament appearances, 
including the 2025 Class 1A State Championship. His teams have also earned nine conference, 
11 regional and six sectional titles.  

Landon’s impact begins well before high school through more than 15 years coaching in the 
Cissna Park junior high program. An athletic director, former IHSA Volleyball Advisory 
Committee member and IVCA conference representative, Landon was named the 2025-26 
IHSA Girls Volleyball Coach of the Year.  Read more. 

 

 

 

2026 IVCA Girls Volleyball Coach, Media and OfÏcial of the Year 

The IVCA proudly announces its 2026 annual award recipients: 

• Coach of the Year - Abby Hanger, Belleville East High School 
• Media of the Year - Rob Oesterle, Morris Daily Herald, Joliet Herald-News, and Shaw Media  
• OfÏcial of the Year - Nancy Nester, IHSA Volleyball OfÏcial 

 

 

2026 IVCA Coach of the Year – Abby Hanger, Belleville East High School 

Abby Hanger has elevated Belleville East volleyball throughout her six seasons as head coach, 
guiding the Lancers to historic milestones including five consecutive 20-win seasons, back-to-
back 30-win seasons, their first conference championship in 20 years and consecutive Regional 
titles.  

An AVCA Thirty Under 30 honoree, Hanger also serves as High Performance Illinois Volleyball 
director, helping grow the game throughout Southern Illinois. Her commitment extends 
beyond winning, as she has built a culture centered on excellence, accountability and 
developing confident competitors, strong teammates and leaders on and off the court.  Read 
more. 

https://www.avca.org/ivca/awards/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B8_7xRJrQyyXUjavSh5c-OwlN1rRIFoU/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.avca.org/ivca/awards/coach-of-the-year/
https://www.avca.org/ivca/awards/media-of-the-year/
https://www.avca.org/ivca/awards/official-of-the-year/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18EwVMh8JNSzgds6TGOe2KtSkB5uOX2-V/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18EwVMh8JNSzgds6TGOe2KtSkB5uOX2-V/view?usp=drive_link
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2026 IVCA Media of the Year – Rob Oesterle, Morris Daily Herald, Joliet Herald-News, and 
Shaw Media 

For more than 24 years, Rob Oesterle chronicled high school athletics across Illinois with 
professionalism, passion and a deep commitment to the communities he covered. His 
volleyball reporting brought local athletes’ accomplishments to life through thoughtful, 
detailed storytelling. 

Through the Morris Daily Herald, Joliet Herald-News and Shaw Media, Oesterle became a 
trusted presence among athletes, coaches and families. Following his passing on October 20, 
2026, his legacy lives on through the countless stories he preserved and the meaningful 
relationships he built throughout Illinois high school sports.  Read more. 

 

2026 IVCA OfÏcial of the Year – Nancy Nester, IHSA Volleyball OfÏcial 

For more than five decades, Nancy Nester has made an enduring impact on volleyball 
ofÏciating. During her 52 years as an IHSA ofÏcial, including 31 years ofÏciating Division I 
collegiate volleyball, she has worked numerous IHSA Girls and Boys State Finals and served 
more than 20 years as OfÏcials’ Coordinator for the Boys State Finals.  

Nester is also an IHSA-certified clinician and rules interpreter, assigns ofÏcials for five Chicago-
area conferences and was a founding member of the ZONI Volleyball OfÏcials Association. Her 
remarkable career reflects a lifelong commitment to volleyball, its ofÏcials and its community.  
Read more. 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE IVCA 

The Illinois Volleyball Coaches Association (IVCA) is made up of dedicated coaches from across Illinois, with the single 
hope of building the sport of volleyball through knowledge sharing, player and coach recognition, and clinic and training 
sessions. 

The IVCA is a proud Signature AfÏliate Partner of the American Volleyball Coaches Association (AVCA), the world’s largest 
volleyball coaches association. Through the AVCA Signature AfÏliate Program, you can combine AVCA membership and 
state coaching association membership, making the AVCA the ofÏcial coaching education partner for high school 
member coaches in Illinois. 

Learn more at avca.org/ivca/awards. 

https://www.avca.org/ivca/awards/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-adHLO786cM6T0gK46RVnmVddVA8zjqV/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/166v95FVc29UE7xE9xYQzOBRHAy_Qup-t/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.avca.org/ivca/
https://www.avca.org/about-avca/avca-high-school-partnership-program/
https://www.avca.org/ivca/awards/

